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Sir: 



The Examiner is requested to consider each document listed on the attached PTO-1449 
Form in connection with the above-identified application. A copy of each listed document can 
be found in the parent application and/or is enclosed herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before a first Office Action on 
the merits under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b), and thus no fee is due. 

This Statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, 
that information cited in the statement is considered to be and/or is material to patentability, or 
that information more material to examination of the present patent application does not exist. 
The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the documents submitted herewith. 

Having complied with rules 97 and 98, applicants request that the listed documents be 
officially considered by the Examiner, that the Examiner initial and retum a copy of the 1449 



Serial No. 10/678,082 



Form, and that the listed documents be printed among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue from this application. 

Should the Examiner have any questions regarding this application, the Examiner is 
requested to contact applicants' representative, Mark R. Buscher (Reg. No. 35,006) at telephone 
number 703 753 5256. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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P.O. Box 161 
Catharpin, VA 20143 
703 753 5256 
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on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 
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